
Criticalappreciationofthepoem ‘OnedayIwrotehername…’

(SonnetNo.75)byEdmundSpenser.

Spenser,thegreatpoetofagreatageofpoetry,singsinanexquisite

delightfulstraintheuniquegiftofarttoconferimmortalityonmortalbeing

inhissonnetno.75(‘OnedayIwrotehername…’)from hissonnet

sequence Amoretti.Spenserin the sonnets ofAmorettihas escaped

altogetherfrom thefettersofcurrentconventionandgivenfreeplaytohis

poetic imagination.The sonnet,addressed to Elizabeth Boyle whom

Spensermarried afterwards,marks both the thematicalidealism and

technicalexcellenceofthesonnetseries.

The presentsonnetdealswith the conceptwhich wasparticularly

popularwiththesonneteersoftheFrenchLaPleiadesgroup.Poetsnot

merelyachieveimmortalitythroughtheirverse,buthavethepowerto

conferimmortalityonthosewhom theirpoetryisaddressedto.Thisidea

wascultivatedbyOvidamongtheGreeksandHoraceandPindaramong

the Italians.The French sonneteers Ronsard and his disciples had

developeditwithacomplacencythatgaveitnew life.From Franceit

spreadtoElizabethanEnglandwhereitwasquicklywelcome.SirPhilip

SidneyinhisApologieforPoetriewrotethatitwasthecommonhabitof

poets“totellyouthattheywillmakeyouimmortalbytheirverses”.“Menof

greatcalling”,wroteNashe,“takeitofmerittohavetheirnameseternized

bypoets”.

Theadoptionoftheconceit,thatis,thetriumphoflovethroughthe

triumphantvindicationofthepowerofartbySpenserissimplybrilliant.

LeavingasideShakespeare,nosonneteerrepeatedthepoeticvauntwith

more dramatic vein and with greateremphasis as did Spenser.The

repeatedonslaughtofwavesmadethepoet’sattempttoengravethename

ofthebelovedonthestrandfutile.Despitethemildchastisementofthe

beloved,thepoet-loverassertsbythedepthofhislove:

“Notso”,quodI,“letbaserthingsdevize

Todieindust,butyoushalllivebyfame



Myverseyourvirtuesrareshalleternize

Andintheheavenswriteyourgloriousname”.

ElsewhereintheAmoretti,Spenserdeclaresinthesamevein:

Thisversethatnevershallexpire…

Fairbenolongerproudofthatshallperish

Butthatwhichshallyoumakeimmortalcherish.

ThroughallsuchpassagesSpenserspeaksinthevoiceofRonsard,the

Frenchpoet,whowrotebeforehim thathislutewouldeternizehispatron’s

name.Shakespearealsotalksofimmortalityachievedwiththehelpof

verse:

Solongasmencanbreatheoreyescansee

Solonglivesthisandthisgiveslovetothee.

Thetoneofthepoem isfreefrom remorse,frustrationandrestlessness,

and fullofcontentmentand happiness.Lessintimateorsincerethan

Sidney,lessimpulsiveoridealisticthanShakespeare,Spenser’ssonnetsas

thepresentoneshows,arerichwiththemagictouchofpersonality,the

graceofimageryandthemelodyofdiction.Whetherheaddressesspring

togotohisladyloveandtrim herforlove(Sonnetno.4)orwriteshername

uponthestrand(Sonnetno.75),hisemotionissingle–theemotionoflove.

Intheuseofmetre,Spenserfollowsalineofhisowndevising.His

poetrydivergesalikefrom theordinaryEnglishandforeignmodels.His

sonnets,asitisevidentinthesonnetno.75,aremostlyformedofthree

quatrains,alternativelyrhymedandaconcludingstanza.Spenserfollows

theforeignfashioninrestrictingthetotalmemberofrhymesinasingle

sonnettofiveinsteadofextendingtoseven,aswefindinnormalEnglish

pattern.Themelodistwithanearturnedtomusic,hasmadethelastlines

ofthefirstandsecondquatrainsrhymedrespectivelywiththefirstlinesof

thesecondandthirdquatrains–ababbcbccdcd–abrilliantexampleof

theperfectionofinterlacedrhymestructure.


