
GirishKarnad'sTughlaq

GirishKarnad‘sTughlaqisarepresentationofoneofthemostimportantbutnevertheless

neglectedperiodsofIndianhistory.thereignofthefourteenthcenturyMughal

emperorMuhammad-Bin-Tughlaqremainstilldateoneofthemostturbulentperiodsofhistory.

Thisisthefirstandmostsignificantplayinthepost-independenceperiodtohaveengagedwith

theSultanateperiodinIndianhistory.thisperiodbroughtanendtothe‗goldenage‘ofclassical

Hinduism andintroducedIslam asadominantforce.Thisisoneofthemostimportantphases

ofIslamicimperialism inIndia,butitremainsneglectedinthenationalimaginarybecauseofthe

attentiongiventothelaterMughalandBritishimperialism.Inthenarrativeofthelifeand

achievementsoftheeccentricSultan,Karnadsawthepossibilitiesofcreatingadramaabout

contemporarypoliticalturmoil.WhileKarnadeclecticallyborrowsfrom avarietyofsourceslike

Zia-ud-din-Barani‘scontemporaneousaccountofTughlaqinTaqikh-IFerozShahi(1357),he

alsofreelyblendsfactandfictiontogivethestoryacontemporaryrelevance.Theplay,then,

representsthehopesanddisappointmentsinthepoliticallifeoftheNehruvianerainIndian

politics.ItvoicesthedisillusionmentofthepeopleofKarnad‘sgenerationwithNehru‘sidealism.

Theplayisacommentofthepoliticalscenarioofthetwodecadesafterindependence,under

Nehru‘sleadership.Nehru‘svulnerabilitytofailure,inspiteofover-archingambitionandan

uncompromisingintellectisparalleledwiththatofTughlaq.Karnad‘sTughlaqisasignificant

interventioninhistory,asalsoasiteforthedevelopmentofacreativeanalogybetweenthepast

andthepresent.Thecontemporaneityascribedtoahistoricalsituationmakestheplayunique.

Scene-wiseAnalysisofthePlay

Scene-I

ThissceneopensinfrontoftheChiefCourtofJusticeinDelhi,whereagroupofpre-dominantly

Muslim citizenssharetheirviewsonthepoliticalclimateoftheregion.ThefewHinducitizens

arealsoinvolvedinthiscasualexchangeofdialogues.Theydiscussindetailthepoliciesofthe

Sultanandtheirseveralimplications.Tughlaq‘sbenevolencetoHindusiscritiquedfrom various

perspectives.Tughlaqannouncestheproposedshiftofcapitalfrom DelhitoDaulatabad,since

DaulatabadhadamajorityofHindupopulation.HeprojectshismagnanimitytowardsHindus

andappropriatesthisqualityasapoliticalstrategy.Thisdecisionofhisisconstantlyviewed

withdisfavourbymanyofhisMuslim subjects.Hiswhimsicalityandidealism areopenly

condemned.Aziz,thefoiltothecharacterofTughlaq,isalsointroducedinthisscene.He

appearsintheguiseofaBrahminandhewinsacaseagainsttheSultanhimself.Thisisa

parodyoftheSultan‘sdeclarationthathecanalsobeacquittedinthecourtofjustice.Aziztraps

Sultaninhisownnoose.HewinsthegamethattheSultanhadstartedinafitofambitiousness.

AzizandhiscloseassociateAazam arethenseenshiftingtheirattentiontowardsmaking

moneybydeceivingpeopleontheirwaytoDaulatabad,thenewcapital.

Scene-II



Thesceneshiftsfrom thepublicspaceofthecourttoTughlaq‘schamberinhispalace,where

heisseenplayingchess.Thegameofchessisapowerfulsymbolintheplay,whichcouldbe

perceivedassymptomaticoftheSultan‘salienationfrom hissurroundings.Inmostofthe

importantscenes,heisfoundisolatedfrom therestofhiskingdom andpassionatelyinvolvedin

thegameofchess.Tughlaq‘sstep-motherreprimand‘shim forhisrecklessnessinmattersof

hisownsecurity.Sherebukeshim fornotinitiatingactiontocounterAin-ul-Mulk‘santicipated

attackonTughlaq‘skingdom.MuhammadNajibthepoliticianandZia-ud-dinBaranithe

historian,twoimportantacquaintancesoftheSultan,areintroducedinthisscene.Theyoffer

differentperspectivesonasingleissueandthereforerepresentconflictingpoints-of-viewon

politicalmatters.WhileNajibisrational,pragmatic,andashrewdcontriver,Baraniisfullof

humansympathyandconcernfortheSultanandhiskingdom.Najibisamanofaction,where

asBaraniisamanofforethoughtandrestraintincourtlymatters.Najibisactivelyinvolvedin

plottingandcontrivingpoliticalstrategiesandplansfortheSultan.Tughlaq‘scrimeofparricide

ismentionedinthisscene,andhisinsecurityandeccentricitiesarereferredto.Hemurdershis

ownfatherandbrotherforthecauseoftherealizationofhispoliticalambition.Thestep-

mother‘sanxietiesoverthewhimsicalnatureofTughlaqareaddressedtoBarani,inwhoshe

confides.SheadvisesBaranitokeepTughlaqawayfrom someofhisadvisors,whomight

misleadhim.

Scene-III

SheikhImam-ud-dinmeetsTughlaqinDelhi,andthismeetingturnsouttobeastrategicpointin

theplay.HeistheharshestcriticoftheSultanandhispolicies.HeopenlyaccusesTughlaqof

parricideandinflamesthehatredofhisopponents.Heisconsideredtobethechiefagentin

stirringthefiresofdiscontentinthekingdom.BothSheikhandTughlaqwaitinfrontofa

mosqueforananticipatedaudience.TughlaqsupposedlyarrangedthismeetingsothatSheikh,

hisharshestcritic,couldmeethissubjectsandaddressthem inagathering.TheSheikhis

disappointedasnotasinglelistenerturnsupattheproposedhourofthemeeting.Heblames

Tughlaqforhavingcraftilymanagedtokeepawayhiscitizensfrom hisaddress.Whatappears

tobeTughlaq‘sopennessandmagnanimityisinfactacunninglycontrivedpoliticalmove.

Sheikhaccuseshim ofbeingun-Islamicandofchallengingthecentraltenetsofthereligion.

Bothofthem engageinawittyreparteejustifyingtheirownpositions.Towardstheendofthe

sceneTughlaqconvincesSheikh,whosephysicalattributesresemblethoseofhis,togocounter

Ain-ul-Mulk‘sattackintheguiseoftheSultan.Hepurportedlyrequestshim toactasa

messengerofpeace.Therationaleforhisweirddecision,inTughlaq‘sopinion,wasthatAin-ul-

MulkwillneverproceedwhenheseestheSheikh,aholyman,conveyingamessageofpolitical

compromise.

Scene-IV

TheStep-mothersharesheranxietiesaboutTughlaqwithShihab-ud-din,anothercourtier.The

suddenandunexpecteddeathofSheikhImam-ud-dinisannouncedinthisscene.Imam-ud-din‘s

deathistestimonytothesuccessoftheSulan‘splans.TheSultancunninglyplotsSheikh‘s



deathinthebattlefieldinabidtocounterAin-ul-Mulk,andiseasilyandeffortlesslyabsolvedof

hisguilt.ThismurderbyTughlaqacquaintsthereaderswiththedarkersideofhischaracter.His

soaringambitioncompelshim tocurballdissension,andthisisastepinthatdirection.The

actualreasonforSheikh‘sdeathinthebattlefieldandtheSultan‘shandinthemurderare

explainedinsomedetailbyRatansingh,whonarratestheeventstoShihab-ud-dinandsaysthat

itwasacleverlyconceivedmurder.

Scene-V

ThesceneshiftstoahouseinDelhi,whereSihab-ud-dinandRatansingh,theAmirsandthe

SayyidsareinvolvedinadiscussionthataimstocurbthetyrannyoftheSultan.TheAmirs

attempttoinfluenceShihab-ud-dinbytalkingabouttheadverseeffectsoftheSultan‘spolicies

onthem.TheyprojecttheSultanasblasphemous,andimploreShihab-ud-dintoactontheir

behalf.TheyrevealtheunderbellyoftheSultan‘sseeminglytolerantnature.TheSultanhad

preventedthecitizensfrom attendingSheikh‘saddressevenashewaswaitinginfrontofthe

GreatMosqueandgettingdisappointedastheydidnotturnupforthegathering.Firesof

discontentabouttheSultan‘styrannicalbehaviouranddespoticdominationareseentosoar

highinthisscene.Theproposedshiftofcapitalfrom DelhitoDaulatabadisvigorouslydebated.

IntheopinionoftheAmirs,thisshiftisatraptodis-empowerthem,sinceDaulatabadisaplace

withamajorityofHindupopulation.TheAmirs,alongwithRatansinghsuccessfullymanageto

persuadeShihab-ud-dintoengageintheplotofthemurderoftheSultan.Itisdecidedby

commonconsensusthatTughlaqwouldbemurderedonthedayofhisDurbar-i-khas,atthe

timeofprayer.AlthoughShihadstronglyopposessuchamove,heeventuallycondescendsto

theplan.TheplanispresentedasadvancingthecauseofIslam,andthemurderoftheSultanis

presentedasanactofdeliverancefrom tyrannyandinsecurity.Towardstheendofthescene,

Shihabisstillintwomindsabouttheappropriatenessoftheproposedactofmurder.

Scene-VI

TheAmirsmeettheSultanfortheDurbar-i-khas,andvariousissuesaretakenupfordiscussion

andnegotiation.Thesultanannouncesthatcoppercurrencywouldbeintroducedinhis

kingdom andthatitwillhavethesamevalueassilverdinars.Thismovefurtherdisappointsthe

Amirs.Shihab-ud-dinadvisestheSultannottomovetoDaulatabad,asitmightinvitethehatred

ofmanyofhiscitizens.TheSultanremainsadamantabouttheproposedshiftanddoesn‘tlisten

tothesuggestionmadebyShihab.TheAmirs,alongwithShihabinitiatetheplanforthemurder

bythetimeofthemuezzin‘scallforprayer,butareimmediatelyheldcaptivebySultan‘sHindu

soldiers.Shihab-ud-dinismercilesslystabbedbytheSultanhimselfinafitofrage.Tughlaq

emergesasabruteandamercilessmurdererinthisscene.Anyamountofsympathythatthe

readersmighthavehadforhim intheearlierscenesislostafterthisepisode.Heannounces

thatthecorpsesofalltheconspiratorsmustbehangedpubliclyforpeopletolearnalesson.He

alsobansallprayerinhisKingdom,butNajibadviseshim tosuspendallprayertillthe

anticipatedarrivalofGhiyas-ud-dinAbbasid,adescendentoftheKhalifa.



Scene-VII

Thesettingforthissceneistheroutefrom DelhitoDaulatabad,whereAziz,stilldressedasa

Brahminswindlesinnocentcitizensontheirwaytothenewcapitalandmakesmoneyoutofit.

Azizispresentedasaworldly-wiseandcunningperson.Helivesbycheatingothersoftheir

money.HemanipulatestheordersanddecisionsoftheSultanandconspeopleinthenameof

law.WhenAazam questionshim,heanswers:―You‘vebeeninDelhiforsomanyyearsand

you‘reasstupidasever.Lookatme.OnlyafewmonthsinDelhiandIhavediscoveredawhole

newworld—politics!Mydearfellow,that‘swhereourfutureis—politics!It‘sabeautiful

world—wealth,success,position,power—andyetit‘sfullofbrainlesspeople,peoplewithnotan

ideaintheirhead.‖Hesufficientlyjustifieshisactionsandinventsnewmethodsofcheating

fellowcitizenswitheverychangingcircumstance.

Scene-VIII

ThescenequicklyshiftstoDaulatabad,thenewcapital.Thetwosentriesguardingthefort

commentontheprogressionofeventsonthewaytoDaulatabad.Thefamilyoftheolderofficial

diedonthewayandheconsidershimselftobeunfortunateenoughtohavesurvivedthis

calamity.Theydiscusstheratherunhappyandsombrestateofaffairsinthefort.Tughlaq

suddenlyarrivesonthespotandopenshisheartouttotheyoungsentry:―Nineteen.Niceage!

Anagewhenyouthinkyoucanclaspthewholeworldinyourpalm likeararediamond.Iwas

twenty-onewhenIcametoDaulatabadfirst,andbuiltthisfort.Isupervisedtheplacingofevery

brickinitandIsaidtomyself,onedayIshallbuildmyownhistorylikethis,brickbybrick.He

reminiscesthemomentwhenhehadarrivedwithhiscitizenstoDaulatabad.Hewas

overflowingwithhopeandenthusiasm,whicheventuallydiedout.Hisdisturbedandperplexed

stateofmindisexposedinthisscene.Hesuffersfrom qualmsofconscienceandinneragony.

Thenewsofarmiesmarchingtowardshiskingdom unnerveshim.HeconfidesinBarani,the

historian,whoprovidestimelyadvicetohim bysuggestingthatitishightimeheconsidered

givinguptheruthlessbloodshedandmurder.Thesceneendswiththeshockingnewsofthe

suddenmurderofNajib,thecourtierandacloseassociateofTughlaq.

Scene-IX

AzizandAazam waitfor―goods‖whichweresupposedtoarrivesoon.Theydiscussvarious

methodsofmakingalivingbycheatingpeopleandAzizisexposedtobemischievously

intelligent.AzizordersGhiyas-ud-dinAbbasid,thepersonclaimingtobethedescendantofthe

Khalifatobekidnapped.Amanarriveswiththe―goods‖,i.e.Abbasid,andhandshim overto

Aziz.Azizthenmurdershim anddresseshimselfupasGhiyas-ud-dinAbbasid.Disguise,which

formsanintegralpartofthetheatricaltechniquesusedintheplay,isonceagainusedto

magnifythethemeofparallelism betweenAzizandtheSultan.Azizonceagaincleverly

managestomanipulatetheordersoftheSultan.Hemakesthebeststrategicuseofthepolitical

climateofDaulatabadandstepsinthedisguiseofaholymanwhowasinvitedbytheSultan.

Theobservanceofprayerwouldonlyberesumedafterthearrivalofthismuch-awaitedguest.



Scene-X

TheStep-motherquestionsTughlaqandreprimandshim forhiserraticandillogicalbehaviour.

Theproposalofequatingthevalueofcoppercoinsandsilverdinarshadledtoahugeproblem.

Aroundfivehundredcartsofcounterfeitcoinshadtobeexchangedforsilverdinars,andthe

step-motherfearsthismightadverselyaffecttheeconomy.Tughlaqisdisturbedbythedeathof

Najib,hisadviserinpoliticalmatters.HeordersmanyoftheAmirsandtheirfamiliestobekilled

fornotbeingabletorevealthenameofthemurderer.Onhearingoftheseinnumerabledeaths,

thestep-motherrevealsthefactthatshehadNajibpoisonedtodeathassheapprehended

furtherviolence.Tughlaqisfurtheragonizedbythisrevelation.Heistornapartandbecomes

mentallyunstable.Heordershertobestonedtodeathforhercrime.Tughlaqisfurtherisolated

from hissurroundings.Hegoestotheextentofevenmurderinghisstep-mother,oneofthevery

fewpeopleclosetohim.Heappearstobehelpless:―God,GodinHeaven,pleasehelpme.

Pleasedon‘tletgoofmyhand.MyskindripswithbloodandIdon‘tknowhowmuchofitismine

andhowmuchofothers.IstartedinYourpath,Lord,whyam Iwanderingnakedinthisdesert

now?Istartedinsearchofyou.WhyhaveIbecomeapigrollinginthisgorymud?Raiseme.

Cleanme.CovermewithYourInfiniteMercy.Icanonlyclutchatthehem ofYourcloakwithmy

bloodyfingersandplead.Icanonlybeg—havepityonme.IhavenoonebutYounow.OnlyYou.

OnlyYou…You…You…You…‖BaraniannouncesthatthedescendantoftheKhalifhasarrivedand

itisatimeforresumingprayerinthekingdom.

Scene-XI

Thecitizensdonotrejoiceonhearingthenewsofthearrivaloftheholyman.Theyarefurther

perplexedbecauseintheiropinion,prayerisnotabefittingsolutionfordeathandfamine.

Peoplehavebeenmercilesslymurdered,manyothershavestarvedtodeathinthelongrun.

Prayercannomoresavetheirstarvingframes.TughlaqwelcomesAbbasid,whoisAzizin

disguise.Heuseshighflownwordsandhonorarytitlesforhim,which,seeninthecontextofthe

play,soundhilarioussincethereadersareawareofthefactthatitisAzizindisguise.AHindu

womanwholostherchildonthewaytoDaulatabadrecognizesAziz,butissilenced.Riots

followthisepisode,sincethisissupposedtobeyetanothercleverlycontrivedmeasureat

defeatingthewillofthecitizens.

Scene-XII

Aazam makesplansforescapefrom thepalacewithAziz.Azizresiststheseattemptsbecause

hebelievesheiscomfortablyplacedintheSultan‘scustody.Moreover,Aazam‘ssudden

disappearancemaygiverisetoquestions.Aazam voiceshisfearofbeingrecognized,whereas

Aziziscontentedwithhiscircumstances.Aazam realizestheseriousnessofthesituationand

pleadswithAziztoescape,butAzizisconfidentenoughnottoevenconceiveofanythinglike

this.

Scene-XIII



TheunexpectedassassinationofAazam bringsAziztotheSultan.Hisidentityisquestioned

andAzizseemstobecaught.Azizcleverlyabsolveshimselfofallcrimebyeloquentlyarguing

thathehasbeenthetruediscipleoftheSultan,sincehehasunflinchinglyobservedeachand

everyorderofhis.HewasadisciplewhocloselyimitatedtheactionsoftheSultanhimself,

obeyedeverybidofhisandstoodbyeverylaw.HerevealsthefactthatwhentheSultan

declaredtheonenessofallreligions,he,acommondhobi,wasthefirsttofileasuitagainstthe

SultaninthegarbofaBrahmin.Hethenproducedcounterfeitcurrencyandobeyedthenewlaw.

HeplunderedpeopleoftheirwealthandbelongingsonthewaytoDaulatabad.Exhaustedwith

allthis,hekilledAbbasidandappearedinthegarbofaholyman.Onbeingaskedwhat

punishmentwouldbethemostappropriateforhim,herequeststheSultantopromotehim to

thepostofanofficer.TheSultan,amazedatthisgeniusandhisdeeds,appointshim theofficial

ofDeccan.EvenBarani,theonlysurvivingcompanionofTughlaq,leaveshim.Tughlaq‘sisolation

iscompleteandheisadifferentbeingaltogether.AsTughlaqtriestogettheforbiddensleep,

thecallfortheprayerisheardandhefallsasleep.Aftertheprayer,Tughlaqgetsupconfused

from hisdeepsleep.


